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The Pittsburg Micropolitan Area is Poised for Growth
NCREASES IN LABOR FORCE 
participation and the employ-
ment-population ratios usually leads 
to higher incomes.  The labor force 
and employment are currently growing 
faster than the population in the Pitts-
burg Micropolitan Area, labor force 
participation is increasing, unemploy-
ment is declining, and welfare rolls 
are shrinking.  Approximately 14.7 
percent of local residents work outside 
the micropolitan area.  The number of 
locals who are employed (in the mic-
ropolitan area or outside) increased 3.4 
percent during the first seven months 
of 2014, while employment increased 
1.3 percent statewide and 1.2 percent 
nationwide.    
     This trend is expected to continue 
according to Demographics Now.  La-
bor force participation in the Pittsburg 
Micropolitan Area is expected to 
increase from 63.9 percent in 2014 to 
66.7 percent in 2019 (compared to 61.7 
percent to 62.6 percent nationwide), 
the employment-population ratio from 
60.3 percent to 63.7 percent (com-
pared to 57.2 percent to 59.3 percent 
nationwide) and the per capita income 
is expected to increase to $23,972 (ex-
cluding imputed income) in 2019, up 
17.6 percent (compared to 15.2 percent 
increase nationwide).    
     The micropolitan area population is 
relatively well educated.  A recent US 
Census Bureau report states that more 
than 59 percent of the local population 
have education beyond high school, 
compared to 57.8 percent nationwide.  
Approximately, 13.4 percent of the area 
residents work in office and admin-
istrative occupations, 10.7 percent in 
sales-related, 10.1 percent in health 
care, 8.7 percent in production, 7.5 
percent in management, 7.5 percent in 
food service, 6.2 percent in construc-
tion and extraction and 3.1 percent in 
computer, engineering and science.
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Arvest can help you get the equipment you need with a simple 
nancing process.
Up to 100% nancing
Faster turnaround than many loan options
Proven solutions
Flexibility in payment structure
Overcome budget limitations
Preserve existing lines of credit
Will not tie up your working capital
arvest.com
For more information, 
contact your local Arvest Bank, 




The 982 business establishments in the 
Pittsburg Micropolitan Area paying un-
employment insurance reported that the 
average number of jobs during the first 
quarter of 2014 was 16,778 jobs (down 
by one job since the first quarter of 2013) 
with a total quarterly payroll of $133.3 
million (down 0.9 percent).
     The good news is that the wealth-
creating, goods-producing industries did 
well during the quarter and posted the 
average number of jobs at 2,924 (up 79 
jobs) with a payroll during the quarter of 
26.9 million (up 5.6 percent) and average 
monthly wages of $3,064 (up 2.7 percent). 
The service-producing industries posted 
the average number of jobs at 9,519 (down 
67 jobs) with a quarterly payroll of $68 
million (down 3.0 percent) and average 
monthly wages of $2,382 (down 2.3 per-
cent), and government posted 4,334 jobs 
(down 0.3 percent) with a quarterly pay-
roll of $38.4 million (down 1.3 percent) 
and average monthly wages of $2,953 (up 
1.2 percent). The number of jobs increased 
1.4 percent statewide during the quarter 
and 1.7 percent nationwide
UNEMPLOYMENT
The number of people that register as 
unemployed in the Pittsburg Micropolitan 
Area continues to decline despite a robust 
increase in the local labor force, indicat-
ing that locals are finding employment 
faster than the labor force is growing.  The 
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) conducts a 
monthly household survey which is used to 
estimate the size of the labor force, unem-
ployment, and employment.  It shows that 
during the first seven months of 2014 there 
were average of only 1,129 people unem-
ployed locally. This is a 7.9 percent decline 
in the number of unemployed locals from 
the same period last year.  The survey also 
indicated that there were 20,776 Pitts-
burg-area residents who said they were 
employed during the period (includes jobs, 
self-employment, home-based businesses, 
farm employment, and domestic em-
ployment), up 3.4 percent from the same 
period in 2013.  
     The unemployment rate was 5.6 per-
cent in the micropolitan area in July 2014 
(down from 6.1 percent in July 2013), 5.4 
percent statewide (down from 6.0 percent) 
and 6.5 percent nationwide (down from 7.7 
percent).
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
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JOB GROWTH BY INDUSTRY
Professional and Business Services added 
the most jobs nationwide during the first 
quarter (up 523,070 jobs from Q1 last 
year) as well as statewide (up 8,105 jobs).
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities had 
the largest increase in jobs during the first 
quarter in the Pittsburg Micropolitan Area 
(up 48 jobs), followed by Manufacturing 
(up 42 jobs), Construction (up 36 jobs), 
Financial Activities (up 13 jobs), Leisure 
and Hospitality (up 12 jobs), local govern-
ments (up 7 jobs) and Natural Resources 
and Mining (up one job). State govern-
ment was down two jobs, followed by 
Information (down 15 jobs), federal gov-
ernment (down 19 jobs), Other Services 
(down 21 jobs), Education and Health 
Services (down 22 jobs) and Professional 
and Business Services (down 82 jobs). 
     However, more professional jobs are in 
the pipeline locally. Miller’s Professional 
Imaging, the largest photo lab organi-
zation in the US, announced in August 
that it will expand its operations by 6000 
square feet of storage space, expand the 
shipping area and add 140 jobs. 
INCOMES BY INDUSTRY
The industry posting the highest average 
monthly income nationwide during the 
first quarter was Financial Activities with 
$9,167 (up 9.9 percent from Q1 2013); 
the statewide industry with the highest 
average monthly income was Information 
with $7,550 (up 11.7 percent).
     State government had the highest in-
come in the Pittsburg Micropolitan Area 
during the quarter, posting an average 
monthly income of $4,594 (up one per-
cent), followed by the federal government, 
$4,265 (up 3.4 percent); Information, 
$3,767 (down one percent); Professional 
and Business Services, $3,483 (down 7.7 
percent); Natural Resources and Mining, 
$3,318 (up 9.2 percent); Manufacturing, 
$3,124 (up 2.6 percent); Financial Activ-
ities,$3,103 (up 0.7 percent); Education 
and Health Services, $2,754 (down 0.2 
percent); Construction $2,671 (up 3.0 per-
cent); Trade, Transportation, and Utilities, 
$2,485 (up 0.2 percent); local govern-
ment, $2,333 (down 2.2 percent); Other 
Services, $1,809 (down 5.4 percent); and 
Leisure and Hospitality, $810 (down 4.9 
percent). 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
Growth in Payroll
Pittsburg Micropolitan Area Q1 2014
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The average labor force in the Pittsburg 
Micropolitan Area was 21,404 during 
the first seven months of 2014, up 
2.7 percent from the same period last 
year. The average labor force stood at 
1,419,721 statewide during the period 
(up 0.5 percent) and 155.3 million na-
tionwide (down 0.1 percent). The labor 
force participation nationwide contin-
ues to decline. The average labor force 
participation nationwide has declined 
significantly since 2007. It was 62.9 
percent during the first seven months 
(down from 66.1 percent during the 
same period in 2007), 69.3 percent for 
men (down from 73.3 percent) and 
57.1 percent for women (down from 
59.2 percent).  
     The July labor force stood at 21,414 
in the Micropolitan area (up 1.1 per-
cent from July 2013), 1,436,655 state-
wide (up 0.8 percent) and 156 million 
nationwide (down 0.7 percent).
TAXABLE SALES
Taxable sales (retail, food service, and 
other categories) seem to be picking 
up in the Pittsburg Micropolitan Area, 
with taxable sales increasing to $37.1 
million in June of 2014, up 6.7 percent 
from June 2013, which is well above 
the 4.4 percent increase statewide and 
4.3 percent increase in retail and food 
service sales nationwide. Overall, total 
taxable sales in the Micropolitan area 
increased to $206.8 million during the 
first six months of 2014 (up 3.0 percent 
from the same period last year), $154.0 
million in the City of Pittsburg (up 1.7 
percent), $20.1 billion statewide (up 
5.0 percent) and $2.6 trillion nation-
wide (up 3.6 percent).
     Overall national retail sales were 
not very robust, despite some uptick in 
nationwide employment, because ap-
proximately 75 percent of the new jobs 
added this year have been part time, 
according to the Reuters News Agency. 
5PITTSBURG MICROPOLITAN AREA ECONOMIC REPORT
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
Labor Force 
Pittsburg Micropolitan Area
Source: Kansas Department of Revenue
Growth in Taxable Sales




















































A total of 36 homes sold in the Pitts-
burg area in August 2014, according to 
the Pittsburg Realtors Association, for 
an average price of $89,485 (up 33.1 
percent from June 2013) and the medi-
an price of $77,500 (up 36.6 percent). 
There were 283 active listings on the 
multiple listing service in August with 
46 pending contracts (up 48.4 percent).  
Overall, 234 homes sold during the 
first eight months of the period (down 
21.7 percent from the first eight months 
of 2013), for an average sales price of 
$83,918 (down 1.2 percent) and a medi-
an price of $64,750 (up 0.2 percent).
     The City of Pittsburg reports that 73 
residential permits were issued during 
the first six months with a stated value 
of 2.8 million, up 4.0 percent from the 
same period last year. This includes 13 
new residential permits with a stated 
value of $2.4 million (up 14 percent) 
and 60 permits for additions, alter-
ations, and conversions, with a stated 
value of $458,963 (down 28.2 percent).    














Source: City of Pittsburg
Source: City of Pittsburg
COMMERCIAL PERMITS 
One new major building permit is in 
the pipeline in Pittsburg. Miller’s Pro-
fessional Imaging, which announced 
in August that it is expanding, will 
expand its operations by 6000 square 
feet of storage space and expand its 
shipping area. 
     Four new commercial permits were 
issued during the first two quarters 
of the year in Pittsburg, with a stated 
value of $1.4 million (down 34.8 per-
cent from the first two quarters of last 
year), and 20 commercial permits were 
issued for additions, alterations, and 
conversions with a state value of $1.6 
million (up 123.3 percent). Overall, 
24 commercial permits were issued 
during the period in Pittsburg, with 
a stated value of $3.0 million, up 5.8 
percent from the first two quarters of 
last year.
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Polèse & Shearmur in a 2005 study find 
that easy access to business services is one 
of the most important factors conducive 
to regional growth. Regional businesses 
need to be able to tap into services such 
as accounting, tax preparation, bookkeep-
ing, payroll services, office administrative 
services, management and technical 
consulting services, legal services, and 
medical services, to name a few.   As the 
regional business center for southeast 
Kansas, Pittsburg provides access to these 
office-based business services. That access 
is vital for regional economic growth.
     A healthy office market in the Pitts-
burg area is important in order to attract 
office-based professional “business sup-
port firms” to the region.  Rental rates for 
mid-size space in the Pittsburg start now 
at $5.50 per square foot on gross bases 
(up from $5.00 last year) to about $10 
per square foot, but can go up to as much 




North Broadway continues to be the most 
expensive commercial land in Pittsburg, 
with sales prices around $10-11 per square 
foot. South Broadway still lags behind 
North Broadway, having more vacant land 
available with prices considerably below 
North Broadway. However, the hospital 
expansion, the future building of a new 
hotel facility on South Broadway, and the 
anticipated opening of the Bicknell Fam-
ily Center for the Arts and the Robert W. 
Plaster Center at Pittsburg State University 
should stimulate activity in south Pittsburg 
and have positive impact on land prices.
The market for commercial and industrial 
land and space is somewhat active, with 
three recent sales: a nursing complex on the 
corner of Centennial and Rouse sold for 
$490,000, or about $5.0 per square foot; a 
suburban manufacturing complex at 520th 
and Highway 69 sold for $615,000 or about 
$8.0 per square foot, and a basic storage 
warehouse sold for $11.25 per square foot. 
     Finally, residential multi-family building 
sites still generally sell for $1.00-$2.00 per 
square foot, but the price can go up to $3.00 




Source: Jones Heritage Realtors
Source: Jones Heritage Realtors
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RETAIL SPACE MARKET
There was an increase in the availability 
of small strip mall space which could 
lead to reduced pricing in the fourth 
quarter of 2014, although most ask-
ing prices are still around $12.00 per 
square foot on gross lease bases. Fur-
thermore, the future opening of the two 
new restaurants in the North Broadway 
business area (Buffalo Wild Wings and 
Rib Crib) may boost activity in the retail 
space market at year end.   
     Two sales were completed recently: a 
downtown retail building on 4th Street 
just off Broadway with two apartments 
above sold for just under $ 21 per square 
foot (including the apartments) or just 
over $41 per square foot if only the lower 
level retail space is considered, and a 
small strip mall sold on Walnut Street 
for about $33 per square foot. Retail 
space rental rates are edging up for larger 
properties.  
BANKRUPTCIES
A total of 8,040 bankruptcies were filed statewide 
during the 12 month period ending in July 2014 
(down 7.1 percent), including 4,749 Chapter 7 
personal bankruptcies (straight bankruptcy, debt 
wiped out), down 10.5 percent; one Chapter 11 
personal bankruptcy (reorganization of personal 
debt and temporary protection from creditors), 
down 83.3 percent; and 3,100 Chapter 13 person-
al bankruptcies (some of the debt wiped out and 
some repayments), down 0.9 percent. Business 
bankruptcies declined 11.6 percent statewide to 
190 business bankruptcies during the period, 
including 117 Chapter 7 business bankruptcies 
(total liquidation with no repayments), down 8.6 
percent; 29 Chapter 11 business bankruptcies 
(reorganization of business debt and temporary 
protection from creditors), down 39.6 percent; 11 
Chapter 12 business bankruptcies (reorganization 
of debt for family farms), same as the previous 
period, and 33 Chapter 13 business bankruptcies 
(total liquidation with some repayments), up 17.9 
percent.
     There were 58 bankruptcies filed in the 
Pittsburg Micropolitan area during the period 
(up 11.5 percent), including one Chapter 13 
business bankruptcy (up from zero), 46 personal 
Chapter 7 bankruptcies (down 2.1 percent), and 
11 personal Chapter 13 bankruptcies (up 120 
percent). Nationwide, a total of 30,113 business 
bankruptcies were filed (down 16.5 percent) and 




Source: US Bankruptcy Courts
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Retail Space Rental Rates
Pittsburg Area, September 2014 
































Business, Contracts, Corporations & L.L.C.s, Taxation, Banking & Creditors’ Rights, 
Employment, Agriculture, Oil & Gas, Real Estate, Municipal Government, Estate Planning, 
Wills, Trusts, Probate & Trust Administration
Fourth & Broadway, Pittsburg 620-231-4650 
www.wheelerandmitchelson.com
JOHN H. MITCHELSON, KEVIN F. MITCHELSON, ERIC W. CLAWSON & MARY JO GOEDEKE
Of Counsel: Fred Mitchelson, Robert S. Tomassi & Kenneth A. Webb
BANKING INDUSTRY
The performance of the Pittsburg 
Micropolitan Area banking industry 
is improving significantly. The Federal 
Deposit and Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC) reports that net operating in-
come increased to $3.4 million during 
the first six months of 2014, up a 
significant 50.7 percent from the same 
period last year. Furthermore the local 
industry reported total assets of $757.5 
million (up 5.0 percent), net loans 
and leases of $467.5 million (up 4.8 
percent), and earnings assets of $714.8 
million (up 5.3 percent).  However, 
non-current loans and leases increased 
to $7.7 million, up 0.3 percent.  
     The national industry is also improv-
ing, with the number of problem banks 
down 60 percent since 2011, posting 
$14.1 trillion in assets in June (up 5.7 
percent during the period), $10.7 tril-
lion in deposits (up 7.1 percent), $167.3 
billion in non-current loans (down 24.3 
percent), and net operating income of 
71 billion (down 0.5 percent).
 
CREDIT UNIONS 
The National Credit Union Admin-
istration (NCUA) reports that the 
Pittsburg Micropolitan Area credit 
union industry posted $46.8 million in 
total loans and leases at the end of the 
second quarter of 2014 (up 0.2 percent 
from June 2013), $80.4 million in total 
assets (up 2.7 percent), and $209,277 in 
net income (down 21.9 percent).  
     The nationwide industry did well 
during the second quarter of 2014.  The 
6,429 credit unions nationwide re-
ported a decline in bankruptcy losses, 
increase in membership to over 98 
million, increase in net worth of 7.1 
percent from the second quarter of 
2013, increase in total loans to $673.8 
billion (up 9.8 percent), increase in 
total assets to $1.1 trillion (up 4.5 per-
cent), increase in total interest income 
to $18.1 billion (up 3.7 percent) and an 
increase in net income to $4.4 billion 
(up 0.1 percent). 
Total Assests





Source: Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
Source: National Credit Union Administration
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Occupancy rates in the Pittsburg lodg-
ing industry have increased significant-
ly in 2014 and have been higher every 
month this year compared to 2013. The 
average occupancy rate was 68.5 per-
cent in Pittsburg in July, (up from 61.3 
in July 2013), 59.0 percent in South-
east Kansas (up from 57.8 percent), 
65.7 percent statewide (up from 63.4 
percent) and 73.6 percent nationwide 
(up from 70.9 percent). The average 
daily room rate was $80 in Pittsburg in 
July, $64.7 in Southeast Kansas, $80.6 
statewide, and $117.9 nationwide.
     An improvement in performance 
of the lodging industry is good news 
for the economy because incomes in 
the industry represent a net infusion of 
funds into the local economy. The over-
all average occupancy rate for the first 
seven months of the year was 63.1 per-
cent in Pittsburg (up from 55.2 percent 
during the same period last year), 53.6 
percent in Southeast Kansas (up from 
52.1 percent), 59.2 percent statewide 
(up from 55.6 percent) and 65 percent 
nationwide (up from 62.9 percent).
COST OF LIVING
High incomes do not always mean 
high purchasing power. A recently 
released report on purchasing power 
by the Tax Foundation states that the 
real purchasing power of a $100 bill 
is on average 28.4 percent higher in 
Kansas than New York. This shows that 
incomes can be a deceptive indicator 
of quality of life.  
     Pittsburg is a regional center for 
business and commerce in southeast 
Kansas and local residents enjoy a rela-
tively low cost of living of 91.1 percent, 
according to the Center for Regional 
Economic Competitiveness. Pittsburg’s 
cost of groceries is only 91.5 percent 
of the national average, housing 76.9 
percent, utilities 111.6 percent, trans-
portation 93.3 percent, health care 90.8 
percent, and 95.1 percent for other 
miscellaneous goods and services (ap-
pliance repair, clothing, dry cleaning, 
movies, alcohol, etc.).  
12
Purchacing Power
of $100 in 2014
Compared to National Average
Occupancy Rates
Pittsburg Lodging Industry
Source: The Council for Community and Economic Research
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PITTSBURG GROUP SEEKS PUB-
LIC INPUT ON MAKING CITY 
MORE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRI-
AN FRIENDLY
A Missouri based non-profit called, 
“PedNet” has been hired by Live Well 
Crawford County to create a Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Master Plan for the 
city.  The plan will evaluate current 
conditions and plan for a new infra-
structure like trails and sidewalks. The 
project will take one-year to complete 
and will cost $39000. Life Well Craw-
ford County is paying for the plan 
with a grant from the private philan-
thropic group Kansas Health Founda-
tion. Officials say it could contribute 
to the health of citizens and the health 
of the economy.  
Kelly Reid, KOAM 9/5/2014
SEK TO BENEFIT TO TUNE 
OF NEARLY $84 MILLION IN 
STATE ROAD PROJECTS
Southeast Kansas is earmarked for 
nearly $84 million of $1.2 billion 
the Kansas Department of Trans-
portation is spending statewide 
on transportation projects. “The 
construction work will create 
jobs for hundreds of workers, 
who will spend their paychecks 
in communities all over the state, 
spreading the benefits far beyond 
the construction industry,” King 
said in a news release. “But the 
better news is the long-term job 
prospects these improvements will 
help make.”
     The transportation projects fo-
cus on 464 road stretches and 194 
bridge/interchange efforts that will 
cover an estimated 1,600 miles of 
Kansas highways.
Andra Stefanon, Joplin Regional 
Business Journal, 8/28/2014
CRAWFORD COUNTY LEAD-
ERS DISCUSS CASINO 
PROPOSAL 
PITTSBURG, KS.--- According to 
the Downstream Casino Board, 
a new casino is what Crawford 
County needs in order for the com-
munity to generate more money. 
Kansas state representatives agree, 
saying a new casino will have an 
economic impact on the area and 
could create roughly 300 jobs. $50 
million have already been invested 
by Downstream Casino, as well as 
Ruffin Companies. A bid still needs 
to be placed, but the board is hop-
ing to get a license for the casino by 
the end of this year.  




The City of Pittsburg has a road 
map for the next five years of capi-
tal projects to the tune of $58 mil-
lion.  City commissioners passed a 
capital improvement that lays out 
a vision for the next five years of 
major improvements.
     “This has been something we’ve 
wanted to do since I got here,” said 
Daron Hall, Pittsburg city manager. 
“The staff was instrumental in pull-
ing together all of the list. When 
you hear capital improvement plan, 
people think cars, backhoes and 
buildings. This is strictly long-term, 
permanent, fixed assets: buildings, 
streets, streetlights, things affixed to 
the community.”
     The items on the plan add up to 
nearly $58 million in projects, but 
the summary page notes that only 
roughly $33.5 million is accounted 
for in city plans. The remainder, 
roughly $24.5 million, is unfunded. 
The Morning Sun, 9/17/2014  
THE REAL VALUE OF $100 IN 
EACH STATE  
Recent tax map shows the real 
value of $100 in each state. Because 
average prices for similar goods are 
much higher in California or New 
York than in Mississippi or South 
Dakota, the same amount of dollars 
will buy you comparatively less in 
the high-price states, or compara-
tively more in the low-price states. 
Kansas offers $111.23 as the relative 
value of $100.00. The report shows 
that the average New York resident 
pays significantly more in taxes 
than the average Kansas resident 
but the Kansas resident actually has 
higher purchasing power.  
     For more information on the 
real value of $100.00 visit taxfoun-
dation.org. 
Alan Cole, Lyman Stone, Rich-
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Administration of economic programs
Administration of human resource programs
Arts, entertainment, and recreation
Ambulatory health care services
Administrative and waste services
Arts, entertainment, and recreation
Building material and garden supply stores
Clothing and clothing accessories stores
Construction of buildings
Credit intermediation and related activities
Construction
Educational services
Electrical equipment and appliance mfg.
Electronics and appliance stores
Executive, legislative and general government
Fabricated metal product manufacturing
Food and beverage stores
Food services and drinking places
Furniture and home furnishings stores
Gasoline stations
General merchandise stores
Health and personal care stores
Heavy and civil engineering construction
Insurance carriers and related activities
Justice, public order, and safety activities
Machinery manufacturing
Management of companies and enterprises
Membership associations and organizations
Merchant wholesalers, durable goods
Merchant wholesalers, nondurable goods
Miscellaneous store retailers
Motor vehicle and parts dealers
National security and international affairs
Nonmetallic mineral product manufacturing
Real estate and rental and leasing
Nursing and residential care facilities
Personal and laundry services
Postal service
Printing and related support activities
Private households
Professional and technical services
Publishing industries, except internet
Real estate
Rental and leasing services
Repair and maintenance
Securities, commodity contracts, investments
Specialty trade contractors
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Loss Prevention Programs
Experience Modifier Verification and Analysis
Third Party Claims Review
Helping Employers Control Costs Since 1962
I N S U R A N C E , I N C .
Combined Agents of America, LLC




 of your Workers Compensation Costs
Let us go to work for you!
Pittsburg State University
Department of Economics
1701 S. Broadway
Pittsburg, KS 66762
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